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Dear members of the Estero Historical Society: 

I would like to bring you up to date on the exciting progress we are making with the historic 

houses and other good news. 

Progress of the Buildings    As I am sure you are aware, on May 14, 2009, Flint and Doyle 

Structural Movers picked up the Schoolhouse and the Hall-Hanson-Collier House from High-

lands Avenue and moved them into the Estero Community Park.  Dale Schneider, our con-

tractor, prepared the footers, piers, termite shields and hurricane straps to the houses.   Dale 

also replaced a number of wooden beams under both houses. 
 

We had to change the design of the Hall-Hanson-Collier House and connecting deck and 

ramp.  We found severe termite damage to the left rear roomôs exterior wall of the Hall-

Hanson-Collier House.  We hoped to use this room as a storage area.  Our architect, Linda 

Stevenson, recommended removing the room and building a similar size room on to the right 

rear of the building; the Board agreed.  Removing the rear room will require a design change 

to the deck.  I believe the new design will improve the appearance and function of the build-

ings and deck. 

Linda Stevenson completed the demolition and construction plans for the houses. We now 

need to sit down with our contractor and determine the cost of restoring the buildings.  A 

handful of Society volunteers have begun some demolition work.  They removed all the car-

peting, closets and much of the drywall, appliances, bath fixtures and cabinets.  I want to 

thank all those volunteers, especially Steve and Betty Shandor, Joe and Donna Reynolds, 

Dave and Jean Pryal and Beverly McNellis. 

 

Other Good News   November is the tenth anniversary of the Society and Mimi Staubôs 97 

birthday.  At our November 9th meeting, County Commissioner Ray Judah was our guest 

speaker.  He congratulated Mimi and spoke of his commitment to historic preservation.  He 

also addressed the potential availability of Lee County Preservation grant funds in 2010. To 

date, the Society has received about $36 thousand in Lee County grants.  On November 23, 

we submitted a 2010 Preservation Grant application to the County. 

  

After Commissioner Judah spoke, Charles Dauray of the College of Life Foundation, stated 

he would match up to $25 thousand any grant funds we receive from the County.  We would 

like to thank both Ray and Charles.  Mr. Dauray had previously donated $100 thousand to the 

Society. 

Our Christmas luncheon fundraiser will be on December 14 at the houses in the Park.  We 

hope to see everyone there. 

Hope everyone had a wonderful Thanksgiving. 

Best Regards, 

John Yarbrough. 

President, Estero Historical Society. 

 

John Yarbrough 

Presidentõs Letter 
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Mimi Straub's 97th Birthday  Celebration 
 

 

Photos by Steve Shandor  
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Estero Historical Society  

Meeting  

February 8, 2010  Time:  2:00 

P.M. 

Estero Community Park  
 

You donõt want to miss this exciting event! 

The February 8  Society meeting will be held at the 

recreation center in the Estero Community Park.  

We are fortunate to have as a speaker Woody 

Hanson. He is a fifth generation Lee County resident 

and the grandson of W. Stanley Hanson, the white 

medicine man to the Seminoles.  W. Stanley was 

one of the owners of the Hall-Hanson House; the 

Society moved this house to the Park in May 2009. 

W. Stanley also was a Lee County Commissioner, 

advocate, friend and recorder of Seminole Micco-

sukee history and culture. 

  

Woody Hanson is the keeper of his familyõs exten-

sive collection of Seminole photographs and arti-

facts.  The collection is presently being displayed at 

the Seminole Lodge Museum on Hendry Street in 
Fort Myers.  At our February 8 meeting, Woody will 

relate his familyõs memories of life in early Estero 

and southwest Florida. Come and bring a friend, this 

is a history lesson we will all learn together and en-

joy. 
 

 

 

Mirasol House and Garden Tour  

January 13 and 27, 2010 

February 10 and 24, 2010  

Time: 2:00 ð 3:30 P.M. 

Location: 20690 S. Tamiami Trail, 

Estero, Florida  
The Estero Historical Society will be hosting a home and 

garden tour of the Boomer House; an early Estero land-

mark.   The Boomer House also known as Mirasol, was 

erected in 1917 by Lucius Boomer for his widowed 

mother, Berthaldine.  Until recently the property was solely 

owned by her grandson, the late George Boomer and his 

wife Nola. 
 

The beautiful Prairie style house is on the National Regis-

ter of Historic Places.  It sits on 106 acres and makes ex-

tensive use of wood shingles and round arched windows.  

Although thereõs a long private access road from US 41, 

the house is òhiddenó from public view.  The only view is 

from the Estero River. 

 

The tour is limited to Society members and their guests.  

There will be four tour days.  We have selected two days 

in January and two days in February.  Each tour will be 

limited to twenty members and guests.   Our Society will 

have docents assisting members and guests.  This will be a 

very exciting event for our Society.  The tour will explore 

the architecture and history of this little known and unique 

early Estero house.  Refreshments will be served at end of 

the tours. 

 

Donation :  $15.00 

To reserve your place on the tour, please call Jean Pryal 

239-498-5296 or e-mail jpryal4@comcast.net. 

Also, Call Jean if you can serve as a docent . 
 

mailto:jpryal4@comcast.net

